Walton High School Student Government Association (SGA)

2017-2018 Election Information – Election Day April 26, 2017
Thank you for your interest in Walton’s Student Government.  Some things to remember as you consider running for office.

· Before committing to run for office, consider your responsibilities for next year.  The Walton Student Government Association (SGA) will need to be an important priority for you.  Think about how you will give the necessary time for meetings, projects, and your officer responsibilities when you may also be involved in sports, other organizations, or a job.  We want you to be involved, but do not commit to more responsibilities than you can handle.  It is better to do a good job on one thing than a poor job on several things!  You will be required to fulfill 8 hours of service in the Fall semester and 4 hours in the Spring semester.  If you are on Student Government you may not be a member of the Walton Leadership Team nor a member of the Walton Foundation.

· If you are elected, you will be required to pay a one-time $30 fee to cover your SGA t-shirt and other incidental costs.  T-shirts will NOT be issued until dues are paid.  Dues not being paid by October 1 will increase to $40.  Dues not paid by November 1 will result in immediate dismissal from office.
· Elected officers will begin duties and responsibilities May 13, 2017 at the first meeting of the 2017 – 2018 school year.  

Please carefully read the following important information:

Your application, current picture (3” x 5” no bigger), questionnaire completely filled in, and typed speech (make a copy!) are due on Friday, April 14, 2017 to Ms. Smyser (E-187) no later than 3:35pm.  Applications put in Ms. Smyser’s mailbox in the front office will NOT be accepted.  Observance of the Religious Holiday or participation in any off-campus Field Trips will NOT serve as an excuse for any late applications.  If you are going to miss school due to Religious services or a Field Trip, your application must be turned in before you leave school on Friday or Thursday if you plan on missing the entire day Friday.  ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!!!! 
GENERAL WALTON SGA MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Attend all SGA meetings and sponsored activities.

Meetings will be held at 7:00PM on the first Monday night of the month (or an alternate night, if the first Monday is a holiday).  In addition to the mandatory regular once a month SGA meetings, class officers must attend and preside over Student Government WEB meetings.  These meetings are open to the general student body of Walton and provide Student Government a means of informing and getting the student body involved in our activities.  Understanding that academics take precedence, attendance to both meetings is vital to the success of our administration.  Absences will not be tolerated – students who miss more than two meetings or who are consistently absent at other SGA committee or community service activities without a school sponsored excuse will be removed from office.  Activities include, but are not limited to:

· Fund Raising and Community Service

· Talent Show

· School Spirit Activities (including Homecoming, Winterfest, and Powder Puff)
· Publicity

· Teacher Recognition

· WGC Committees
2. Officers must volunteer to participate in at least two committees throughout the year. 

3. Be a vital link of information for your class and report on SGA activities to the student body.  

4. Place SGA as a HIGH priority for the 2017-2018 school year.

5. Support all SGA and school-related activities.

6. Listen to the concerns of the group you represent and express these views in SGA meetings, always representing Walton and the student body with integrity.
7. Log in a total of 12 SGA service hours:  8 documented service hours in the Fall and 4 documented service hours in the Spring.  Documented service hours are earned doing committee work, participating in SGA sanctioned community service projects, float building and Commons decorating, and/or Spirit Chain stapling.  Undocumented service hours will not count in your yearly total.  Failure to complete the required hours will prevent you from running for office in subsequent years or if you are a Senior, you will not be allowed to attend the Senior Dinner.
In addition to the above responsibilities, class officers have additional obligations as follows:

President:  Preside at all class meetings and call meetings when necessary.

Vice President:  Assume the duties of the President in the event his/her absence.

Secretary:  Take minutes of all the meetings, keep a permanent record of all meetings, take attendance and notify SGA advisors of students not adhering to attendance policies, handle all official correspondence.

Treasurer:  Oversee the class budget with the help of officers, representatives, and sponsor, be responsible for the class T-shirt sales and other fundraisers.

WALTON FACUTLY ADVISORS TO SGA:  

	Responsibility
	Advisor
	Class
	Sponsor

	Administrator


	Chris Williams
Catherine Mallanda
	Freshman
	Susan Skeean & Callie Bryan

	
	
	Sophomores
	Lynn Dombrowski

	SGA Sponsor
	Diane Smyser
	Juniors
	Sheila Sell

	
	
	Seniors
	Jan Miller


ELECTION INFORMATION:

1. The election for SGA will be held on Wednesday, April 26, 2017.

2. All application materials are due Friday, April 14, 2017 to Ms. Smyser in E-187 no later than 3:35pm.  Applications put in Ms. Smyser’s mailbox in the front office will NOT be accepted.  All applications must include current pictures (3” x 5” no bigger), ALL blanks & questionnaires completely filled in, signatures, and typed copy of speech must be given to Ms. Smyser (E-187) by 3:35 PM on April 14, 2017 in order to be considered complete.  
· Any application missing any of the above parts or with blanks not completely filled in will be considered incomplete and therefore the Candidate will be considered ineligible for running for office.  Application completion is the responsibility of the Candidate NOT any previous year SGA Officer, Representative, or Sponsor.  
· Any late applications will be discarded and the Candidate will be ineligible for addition to the ballot.  Observance of the Religious Holiday or participation in any off-campus Field Trips will NOT serve as an excuse for any late applications.  If you are going to miss school due to Religious services or a Field Trips, your application must be turned in before you leave school on Friday or Thursday if you plan on missing the entire day Friday.
·   ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS TO THE ABOVE CONDITIONS!!!  

3. The SGA Constitution has been changed to accommodate more members:  Candidates who are runners-up in their office will be asked to serve as a SGA representative.  

4. Students running for Senior Class Office (Pres., V.P., Secretary, or Treasurer) should be aware that you will have speaking responsibilities in the Graduation ceremony at the end of the year.

5. Any current member running for re-election who does not complete membership requirements including but not limited to attendance or service hour accumulation from the previous year will be prevented from running for office & will not be included on the ballot.  

CAMPAIGN RULES:

1. Students should rely on personal contact as a campaign strategy.

2. You may post flyers and posters on bulletin boards in the building that are not presently being used by clubs.  Ask teachers if you may post flyers in their rooms.  Flyers/posters may not be placed on any painted or glass surface (including doors).  Inappropriate flyers/posters will automatically disqualify a candidate.  If in doubt, see Ms. Smyser in E-187.  Flyers and posters hung in areas other than those listed will be taken down and may disqualify candidates.
3. No candidate may give away gum/candy, homemade food, T-shirts or stickers during the campaign.

4. Posters and flyers may be put up before school on April 24, 2017 and must be removed the afternoon of the election April 26, 2017.

5. Campaign speeches will be aired Wednesday, April 26, 2017.

6. Grades (3.0 or better), conduct (must be satisfactory or better), and discipline record (good standing with no referrals) will be checked before a candidate is eligible to run for office.  

7. Students failing to follow election guidelines will be disqualified.

SPEECH REQUIREMENTS:

1. Speeches will be taped.  Speeches should not be more than 30 seconds in length.

2. A copy of your speech must be given to Ms. Smyser (E-187) with your application.  Representatives will NOT make a formal speech; only an introduction for students to put faces with names on the ballot will be required.  
3. Speeches must not contain any promises you cannot keep and/or promises that are contrary to county policies and procedures or Federal, state, or county laws.  Inappropriate, suggestive, or vulgar language will result in a candidate’s disqualification.  Refrain from promises dealing with:
· Changing the offerings in the vending machines

· Shorter class time OR Longer lunches OR More WEBs OR More Pep Rallies OR Any changes to the operating daily schedule of Walton HS
· Changing the lunch menus OR Offering more selection to the Lunch lines
· Organizing dances

· Any activity that positions one Class over another
4. Some suggestions for speech content may include the following:

· What qualifications do you have for this office?

· Explain how you have contributed to Walton this school year.

· Explain how you can contribute more to Walton through your involvement in SGA.

· Explain how you can improve school spirit and pride at Walton.

· Explain why you should be the person for the position.

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER:

Paperwork Due (Application, Picture, Questionnaire, and copy of Speech):  

All application materials are due Friday, April 14, 2017 to Ms. Smyser in E-187 no later than 3:35pm.  Applications put in Ms. Smyser’s mailbox in the front office will NOT be accepted.
Observance of the Religious Holiday will NOT serve as an excuse for any late applications.  If you are going to miss school due to Religious services, your application must be turned in before you leave school on Friday or Thursday if you plan on missing the entire day Friday. ABSOLUTELY NO EXCEPTIONS!!!!!
Flyers/Posters Up:  Monday, April 24, 2017


Flyers/Posters Down:  Wednesday, April 26, 2017
Speeches:  Speeches will be taped after school Monday, April 24, 2017
Election:  Wednesday, April 26, 2017
Results Announced:  Friday, April 28, 2017
First Meeting:  Saturday, May 13, 2017 at 1:00pm in the Media Center
Mark these dates on your calendars NOW if you plan to run for office!
Candidates will be advised if any changes to this schedule occur.  Notification of changes will either come in written form in your Homeroom (so make sure this is correct on your application) or on the announcements during Homeroom or the end of the day announcements.  
Application completion is the responsibility of the Candidate NOT any previous year SGA Officer, Representative, Sponsor, Teacher, School Official, or Parent.  

Walton High School Student Government Association (SGA)

Class Officer/Representative Election 2017-2018 Application  
All application materials are due Friday, April 14, 2017 to Ms. Smyser in E-187 no later than 3:35pm.  Applications put in Ms. Smyser’s mailbox in the front office will NOT be accepted. 
Any blank not filled in will constitute an incomplete application, hence rendering you ineligible for office leaving your name off the ballot.  
Name:  ________________________________________________________
Current Grade:  _______   Homeroom Teacher:  _____________  HR Room #:  _________
Circle the office you are seeking:
Class President*

Class Vice-President*

Class Secretary*


Class Treasurer*

Class Representative

*If you are runner-up for any of the class offices, would you be interested in serving as a Class Representative?
YES

NO
(If not answered, NO will be considered your answer)

Address:  ________________________________________________________

     ________________________________________________________
Home Phone:  ___________________

Cell Phone:  ___________________
E-mail Address:  _____________________________________________
· T-Shirt Size:  
S
M
L
XL 

Put your name on the back of your picture and attach it to this application.  Pictures should be no larger than 3” x 5” & must be a current photograph.  If you are using a digital picture, please print it on a sheet of paper with the specified parameters.  
Larger pictures will be considered noncompliance and therefore grounds for removal from the ballot.   
Promise:

I do solemnly promise that if I am elected to the Walton Student Government Association, I will perform all the duties assigned to me to the best of my ability.  I understand that this office will require several hours of work each week, and I am willing to devote the time needed to carry out the responsibilities entrusted to me as well as those responsibilities required of me. 

I understand that as a class leader, I am expected to uphold the integrity of Walton’s Student Government Association.  I understand that if I do not fulfill my responsibilities that I will be asked to resign.  I understand that if I exhibit any conduct considered inappropriate or unbecoming for a school representative, I will be asked to resign.  

Student Signature:  __________________________________________________
As parent or guardian, I promise to support my student in all their endeavors associated with their participation in Walton’s Student Government Association.

Parent Signature:  ___________________________________________________
Candidate Questionnaire:

In one or two sentences, answer the following questions.  You may use another piece of paper if you need more room or you may choose to type your answers on a separate sheet and attach them. 

1. What qualifications do you have for this office?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Explain how you have contributed to Walton High School this school year.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Explain how you can improve school spirit and pride at Walton.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Please list below other school activities you are involved in and the required time commitment:  

	Fall
	Spring

	
	


Please list below other extra curricular activities outside of school you are involved in and the required time commitment.  (NOTE:  these activities will NOT serve as excuses for missing ANY scheduled meeting whether an Executive Board meeting or regular SGA meeting)  

	Fall
	Spring

	
	


5. Explain one thing about Walton and/or Student Government you would like to change.  (Do not list anything which you of the administrators do not have the authority to change.  This includes county policies and restrictions mandated by Federal, state, or county laws.)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Explain why you seek this office and what you can contribute to Walton High School.  
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

